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                OCTOBER  2021 
 

Newsletter   

of Cootamundra Antique Motor Club 
 

COOTAMUNDRA  ANTIQUE  MOTOR  CLUB 

P.O. Box 27  Cootamundra  NSW  2590 

 
Email: camccootamundra@gmail.com 

Website:   www.cootamundraantiquemotorclub.org 
Past 5 years of newsletters are available on Website for downloading. 

 

 

 

Dedicated to the Restoration and Preservation of Heritage Vehicles. 

Club Colours:    Green & Gold 
 

 

 

 

 

AT A RECENT DRIVE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 
Cars:  behind the 1986 Cressida,  is a 1978 Holden ute,  then a Mk V Jaguar, 1960 Studebaker, 1958 VW,  and a Mk V11. 

 

 

 

 

PRINTED  BY  ATLAS  PRINTING  WORKS  COOTAMUNDRA     

http://www.cootamundraantiquemotorclub.org/
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OFFICE BEARERS - 2021 
 FOUNDER OF THE CLUB:         MICHAEL LIVINGSTONE 

 

President Malcolm Chaplin 6942 4406 0409 985 890 emlin3@live.com.au 

Vice President Ken Harrison 6942 2309 0408 603364  

Secretary John Collins 6942 1496 0428 421 496 colljj@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Hugh McMinn 6942 7495 0409 835 515 hugh@armsid.com 

Events Co-ordinator Gwen Livingstone 6942 1039  0428 421039 modela@bigpond.com 

Motorcycle Events Co-ordinator John Simpfendorfer 6942 2658 0409 328 566 jmsimpf@bigpond.com 

Plates Registrar Alan Thompson 6942 1181 0400 128016 amthom1@bigpond.com 

Club Captain John Rickett 6942 1113   

Librarian John Collins 6942 1496 0428 421496  

Keeper of Club Album Gwen Livingstone 6942 1039 0428 421039  

Editor Joan Collins 6942 1496 0428 421496 colljj@hotmail.com  

Photographer Barry Gavin 6942 1282 0488 421976  

Membership Officer John Collins 6942 1496 0428 421496  

Public Officer Joan Collins 6942 1496 0428 421496  

Swap Meet Co-ordinator Lynn Gavin 6942 1282 0488 421 282 Lynng1961@yahoo.com.au 

Web Master John Milnes 6942 4140 0432 485 183 Johnm101@bigpond.com 

Registration Inspectors Malcolm Chaplin 6942 4406 Ray Douglas 0474 326 106 

Alan Thompson 6942 1181 Graeme Snape 6942 1940 

Mark (Zeke) Loiterton 6942 1836 Ken Harrison 6942 2309 

 Graeme Ducksbury 6386 5341 Keith Keating 0429 135 418 

Movement Book Alan Thompson 6942 1181 or  Ken McKay 6386 3526 

PHONE in to record in the Movement Book. 

Clearly state who,   what run    and    what car! 
Or . . LOG BOOK  must be carried in your vehicle and 

the date recorded prior to setting out. 

 
 

 
 

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE – 0421 497 189   - Contact Paul Andreatta 

 Windscreen Banners $10.00      Metal Bumper Badge $40 

CAMC Coffee Mugs $6.00 each or Two for $10  Lapel Badge $5 

Windscreen/Bumper Stickers - Free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES 
4TH Sharon Douglas  

5th Trish Stewart  

7th Arlyn Tanson  

8th John Collins  

8th Bill Vincent   

10th John Simpfendorfer  

15th Deidre McKenzie  

19th Paul Glover  

20th Robert Newman  

26th Denis Shepherd   

2nd Ken & Mary Ann McKay  

2nd Brendan & Jennifer McKay  

5th Sarah & Steve Rowan  

18th Stephen & Karen Woodhead  

 

 

 

 

 

COOTA HOOTA BY  

EMAIL 
Receive the Coota Hoota 

electronically earlier than receiving a 

hard copy by mail. 

Advise the Editor of your email 

address.  

DEADLINE FOR 

SUBMISSIONS 

Submissions to the HOOTA are 

required by the 15th of the 

month to make it into the next 

newsletter. 

 

ADVERTISE 

In 

Coota  Hoota 

 
FOR SALES  and  WANTEDS 

free 
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PRESIDENT’S  RAMBLE 
 

Greetings everyone, 

 

Life wasn’t meant to be easy, someone once said, and I think his name was Mal too. 

Our attempts to eradicate Covid are certainly hammering that point home at the moment. However, contrary 

to the controversial maze of misunderstanding that generally surrounds these rules, some clear and more 

importantly , understandable guidelines, were relayed to us from our local police command, in the 

Cootamundra Times newspaper, of which the club holds a copy. 

Following these guidelines, whilst complying with physical distancing and gathering numbers rules, we were 

able to enjoy a couple of country drives within our LGA to enjoy the magnificent Spring countryside. 

Once the lockdown was over, another snap decision run, advertised via email, to Temora’s Lake Centenary, 

was organised. 

Although it was a cooler day, about 20 intrepid historic motorists, enjoyed a drive, lunch and each other’s 

company, lakeside. 

 

Regulations prevented us from holding our September Monthly Meeting, but as very little is happening at 

the moment, no urgent topics required discussion. 

 

With reference to the ‘99 Not Out’ motor cycle rally, planned for November, the club has postponed this 

for Covid safety uncertainty reasons, and it has been rescheduled, in exactly the same format, to take place 

on March 19th 2022. 

 

Well that’s about all I have to report on for this month, except to say thank you for your patience, and 

contributions to our magazine. 

Please forward any ideas you have for a day’s run, or a weekend away somewhere, as Paul Ballard is keen 

for   a drive. 

Our next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 4th October, but the rooms at the Cootamundra 

Library are restricted to 12 people at  the moment, (homes are restricted to 5 visitors), so we will have to 

restrict the October Meeting to  Office Bearers only,  to avoid the possibility of  fines. 

The start time is 7.30 pm and I look forward to seeing you there. 

Yours with Grace, Space and Pace 

MAL 

 

P.S. 

Someone else once said ‘ it is an ill wind that blows nobody any good.’ 

The ill wind blew good my way, in as much as I have had heaps of time to finish renovating the little 

Commer truck. ( see photo ) 

It is now looking very resplendent with a repainted 

tray and hardware, refashioned seats from old leather 

lounge chairs, and plenty of sound proofing in the cab 

! Necessary. 

I have taken it out for a couple of local runs, with the 

result that I am now fully convinced that my arms and 

shoulder muscles, are over 80 years old, my hearing 

is not what it used to be, and my left leg aches from 

constant double de clutching. On the plus side 

however, an afternoon’s drive in this ponderous old 

beast now takes about two and a half days. Using this 

formula, does it mean I am going to live longer ? 

The bottom line is though, cute as it is, it doesn’t 

really reflect my driving interests. Give me V12 

power any day, where I can complete an afternoon’s drive in 10 minutes. So does this mean I’m not going to 

live very long ? 

The 1950 COMMER ‘Superpoise’ 25cwt is for sale. Anyone interested please contact me for details. 
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Royal Enfield at Beaulieu 
Royal Enfield had its origins in the manufacture of bicycles and parts for rifles. It became best known 
for its motorcycles. A range of tricycles and quadricycles was introduced from 1898. A car followed in 
1903 and in 1906 a separate Enfield Autocar Company was established whilst Royal Enfield 
concentrated on motorcycles. 
In the same way that different methods of propulsion were tried out, Royal Enfield also experimented 
with alternative designs of vehicle layout. Quadricycles (effectively a four-wheeled bicycle with an 
engine) were one variation and became quite common for a period around the turn of the 
20th century.  The photo shows a Royal Enfield quadricycle  factory prototype first built in 1900 but 
containing parts dating from 1898 to 1902. It was built and used by works manager Bob Walker Smith. 
It was not run after 1903 and remained at the factory for many years before being donated to Beaulieu 
in 1958. The quadricycle has a single cylinder engine of 244cc producing 2 3/4hp and capable of 
30mph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo on Page 5  is a 1914 ROYAL ENFIELD  3hp 425cc (originally 346cc) side valve V-twin capable of 

60mph. This bike was ridden into third place in the 1914 Isle of Man Junior TT by FJ Walker, who also took the 

lap record. Following a number of falls on the last lap Walker crashed into a barrier after crossing the finishing 

line. He never regained consciousness and died five days later. The original race prepared 346cc engine was later 

replaced by the factory with this standard 425cc unit. This bike was first registered for road use in 1960 and was 

well used before arriving at Beaulieu.  Royal Enfield’s first Isle of Man TT entry was in 1911 when H Greaves 

finished fifth in the Junior race, Royal Enfield never won a TT race at the Isle of Man. There were two deaths at 

the 1914 TT and as a result crash helmets were made compulsory from 1915. 

 

Details of the race from from Wikipedia for interest:  

Frederick James “Frank” Walker (1876-1914) was a hat manufacturer by trade, and regularly rode in the Isle 

of Man TT races. Walker competed at the 1914 TT races riding a Royal Enfield motorcycle in the Junior 

TT race. After leading on the first lap, Walker suffered tyre problems and eventually dropped to sixth place. 

After regaining third place by lap 5, Walker ran wide into a ditch at Hillberry and was thrown over the 

handle-bars. After recovering his motorcycle, Walker continued on the last lap but fell at Willaston Corner 

on Ballanard Road after locking both wheels under braking. Again managing to continue, on the short 

distance to the finish his view of the finish-line was obscured by spectators who had spilled onto the road to 

watch the competitors cross the finish-line. Passing the judges-box at the finish-line, Walker continued at 

full racing speed through St. Ninians Crossroads and collided with a wooden barrier across Ballaquayle 

Road, was thrown from his motorcycle and taken to hospital where he died of his injuries. Later, Walker was 

posthumously declared third-place finisher by the ACU race committee in the Junior TT race won by Eric 

William 

A short history of the Isle of Man TT is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ql2eXE5JzM  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ql2eXE5JzM
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The next photos show a 1919 experimental side valve four cylinder Royal Enfield of 846cc  producing 

16hp at 5,600rpm, capable of 50mph. This experimental prototype as built immediately after WW1.  

The air cooled four cylinder engine and three speed gearbox are of unit construction (combined in the 

same casing as per modern motorcycles). There is no oil pump with the splashing oil from the very 

large sump both lubricating and cooling the engine. Starting is by means of a handle. It also features 

the first Terry sprung saddle ever made.  

Several thousand miles of road testing was done, often with a sidecar attached.  

Although the bike had excellent performance, handling and fuel consumption, Royal Enfield cancelled 

the project due to high production costs. 

 
A short film about Royal Enfield is https://royalenfield.com.au/about/  

 

A short history of Royal Enfield can be read at https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Royal_Enfield  

 

 
 

https://royalenfield.com.au/about/
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Royal_Enfield
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 The Unlikely Utilities . . . 
It is generally agreed that the coupé utility was an Australian development.  The story, most know, goes 
that a farmer’s wife requested a vehicle that could be used for travel to church on Sunday and taking pigs 
to market on Monday (one hopes that the farmer gave the vehicle a good ‘hose out’ before the following 
Sunday).  The first coupé utility is said to have been a converted 1934 Ford V8.  In the UK and USA such 
vehicles were almost always referred to as a ‘pick-up’ or ‘pick-up truck’, but in Australia, as far as I know, 
they were always referred to as a ‘utility’ which, naturally, was shortened to ‘ute’ by most Aussies, and 
often to ‘tilly’ by Queenslanders.  This is probably a good thing, since many Aussies use the unfortunate 
American pronunciation ‘coop’, which is actually a small building for housing poultry. 

Many and varied makes and models of these vehicles have been made over the years, as well as many 
custom builds and ‘one-offs’ (there’s one in Cootamundra, but that’s another story).  One of the more 
unlikely makers to enter the market in the late 1940s was Armstrong Siddeley.  They introduced two utility 
models, primarily for export, especially for Australia;  it is believed that Stokoe Motors (Melbourne) and 
Buckle Motors (Sydney) asked the factory to look into producing such a vehicle. 

Armstrong Siddeley was the first UK car producer to release entirely new models after WWII (most 
companies were just marketing warmed-over pre-war models).  The two new models, announced in May 
1945, were the ‘LANCASTER’ (a four-door saloon with sunshine roof) and the ‘HURRICANE’ (a two-
door drophead coupé), followed later by the ‘TYPHOON’ (a two-door fixed head coupé with vinyl roof), 
and later still by the ‘WHITLEY’ (Lancaster replacement).  These models were, obviously, named after the 
famous aircraft made by the parent company, Hawker Siddeley  (Harry Hawker was an Australian aviation 
pioneer, again another story), and all made extensive use of aluminium alloy in the bodywork, apart from 
the Lancaster (which had an all steel body by ‘Mulliner’).  They were all fitted with a 16Hp (RAC) six-
cylinder engine of two litres, with the option of a synchromesh (manual) or preselector gearbox.  Later, the 
engine capacity was enlarged to 2.3 litres, giving 18Hp (RAC), about 80 brake horsepower. 

In a strange departure from making luxury vehicles, the company released two new models in 1949, called 
the Utility Coupé and Station Coupé, based on the same chassis as the cars.  The utility coupé had standard 
sized doors and a conventional sized tray (although not as big as the utes we are used to today).  The 
Station Coupé had larger doors (probably the same as those on the two-door cars), and the front seat back 
(or backs if separate seats) folded forward to give access to a small rear bench seat which, of course, meant 
that the cargo tray was much shorter.  The extra seat was hardly practical for long distances, but certainly 
beat walking or riding in the tray;  it was also handy for parcels and small-medium sized boxes.  They are a 
curious looking but quite charming and practical vehicle. 
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The interiors were, of course, ‘toned down’, 
with ‘hammertone’ finished metal dashboards 
and door cappings replacing the polished wood, 
and rubber mats replacing the carpets;  the 
leather seats, however, were retained, but with a 
much simpler design than the cars.  Both utes 
were available with the manual or preselector 
gearbox, but the bulk of them were delivered as 
‘manuals’.  A number of Australian owners 
have converted their utes from manual to 
preselector, as it is the preferred gearbox here, 
and one of the appeals of owning an A/S 
vehicle. 

The Station Coupé may well have been the first 
ute to offer extra seating.  I recall being at a 
Sydney car show many years ago when one 
bloke, on seeing a Ute Coupé, asked his mate 
“Who said the Japanese were the first with the 
king cab?”.  I’ve seen an Aussie magazine 
article that says the little 1953 Datsun ‘6417’ 
could have been the first dual-cab ute, but the 
Siddeley pre-dates it by four years (and the first 
Holden Ute by about two).Listed extras were: 
rear bumper bar; engine sump guard; canopy 
(with drop side curtains); heater; preselector 
gearbox; central hinged front seats.  Production 
was, of course, on a relatively low scale, with 
about 1,740 vehicles produced over three years, 
about 60 per cent being the station coupé type.  
The total number of all A/S utes delivered new 
to Australia was also about 60 per cent (of total 
production). 

The simpler build and spartan trim meant that 
the utilities could be sold for about 30 per cent 
less than an equivalent A/S car, but when the 
Holden Ute was released (1952?), it was at least 
30 per cent cheaper again than the A/S ute 
models.  The Holden, being of American origin, 
was a more robust vehicle, and more suitable 
for Australian conditions than British cars (this 
being the case with most makes, of course), and 
clearly represented better value.  Anyway, I 
doubt that the low production capability of the 
A/S factory could have coped, even if there had 
been more demand. 

These quaint vehicles are very rare in the UK 
and several have been purchased in Australia 
and returned to the UK over the last 20 years or 
so.  But fear not !  Due to the numbers 
delivered, there are many good examples in 
Australia, and they still turn up as barn finds 
from time to time. 

  

Hugh McMinn 

A beautifully restored Station Coupé (in original ‘Gazelle Fawn’ 
colour, with maroon flash) at an A/S Car Club National Rally in 
Wagga Wagga (Easter 2004). 

Factory picture of a Utility Coupé with optional canopy. 

Basic layout but full 
instrumentation.  
  
This example has the 
preselector gearbox, as 
evidenced by the gear 

selector quadrant. 

Factory promotional picture of a Station Coupé at Exeter Station 
(UK)! 



8 

 

USING OUR CLASSIC CARS 

As most will know, it doesn’t take much of an 

excuse for me to take my SS Hatchback Torana 

out for run 

But with today’s Covid rules on how “far you can 

go” and “what for” makes it a lot more restrictive 

or does it? 

As both Lynn and Kaitlyn like their indoor 

Winters warm and our wood supply down to 

cutting up some wooden pallets and them being 

Pine, they don’t last long, so hard wood was 

needed 

Out of town wood suppliers in Temora and 

Young were not an option due to Covid and as in 

town suppliers was also a non-event, I visited the 

local constabulary to get a perspective on how far 

I could go for wood 

The local Gendarme said that I could travel to get 

wood within the Shire as it was a “genuine” 

reason for travel 

The closest in the Shire was in Gundagai but after meeting up with the supplier, I found it was out the Burra 

Road and THEN, half way up Mount Burra to his property 

Now that was a relief to find it was still on a sealed road as I’ve previously been to the top of Mount Burra to 

work on a radio tower there when I was working; and the last half of it was a “billy goat” track and very 

narrow 

Even then I could only go to just inside his gate as his dirt road on to his property was impassable by 2-

wheel drive 

I went over to Gundy via the highway and back via the Burra Rd which comes out at Muttama. A great 

Torana road with many corners and lots of ups and downs but much the surface was the same as all of the 

rest of our roads with its fair share of pot-holes 

Not sure of the distance travelled, probably just over 100km and the trailer load of wood on the back didn’t 

affect the capabilities of the SS 

Barry 

SOME (POSSIBLY) USEFUL INFORMATION …  From Paul Ballard  

After getting the Vanguard 6 back on the road, I seemed to have a few little problems – almost certainly with 

the Ignition System. And so it was decided to convert it to Electronic Ignition; a subject about which I could 

probably write a page or two. 

But that’s not the point at the present moment; rather that, in the course of carrying out the necessary work, I 

discovered that the Vacuum Advance unit had failed. Certainly, one option would have been to find an 

operational second-hand one, but that idea didn’t hold much prospect of long-term success. The other, of a 

new one (from Overseas), was going to have a significant effect on both the bank balance and completion 

date. 

And so, to further searching of the Internet. I found a bloke in Queensland who rebuilds them! For around 

$100 (including express postage), I had a working unit in under a week! 

His details are: 

Advance Diaphragm Options (Mike Bushnell) (07) 5428 0808, www.advancediaphragmoptions.com . 

And he does other “fiddly things” like carbies, LPG parts, turbo wastegate actuators, etc.. 



9 

 

 

PAST EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY  12
TH

 SEPTEMER 
COMING OUT OF LOCKDOWN RUN TO TEMORA LAKE CENTENARY 

 

 
Gary and Denise came in the MINI COOPER 

Tim n Ting came in the IMP 

Paul and Janet in Peugeot 504 D  

The 1988  HONDA Goldwing  is Mark Kingwill’s. 

< --  The 1988 JAGUAR XJ6 is Lyell Jenkins’. 
Phillip and Ann Taylor left the 1984 Renault  at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1960  STUDEBAKER Lark   

of Alan Thompson 

 

 
Ken Harrison’s 

1937  PLYMOUTH 
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A PLEASANT DRIVE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

 

All lined up to follow the leader  -  ( out  Berthong Road ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beautiful scenery, quiet country roads, driving your old car – what more would you want?  

 

 
ON THE OLD GUNDAGAI ROAD 
We passed  a 

Sculptural reminder 

of differing modes of transport, 

from rocking horses, to billy carts,   

to ‘shank’s pony in gum boots,   

to bicycles  
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FOR SALE: 1990  Y60  NISSAN PATROL  4.2 Diesel. 

A well-preserved, reliable, well-serviced 4WD @ 750,000 Kms.  5 speed manual.  $12,000.   

Offers considered.  Charles Maynard, Cootamundra.  (02)   6942  1068. 
 

WANTED:  A GEARBOX  --  to suit a  1935  AUSTIN  -  6 cylinder engine. 

Any leads to locate such a gearbox would be appreciated.  
Robert  Newman.  C/- Alan Thompson  :  0400  128   016   :   amthon@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

 

1959  MORGAN Plus 4  

of  Jeff Price 

 

At Lake Centenary 

Temora. 

 

 

 

 
ALFA ROMEO 

1968 Guilia  Sprint  Veloce  of Graeme Snape 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1980  PEUGEOT  504D  of Paul Ballard 

 

mailto:amthon@bigpond.com.au
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COMING EVENTS 
Please note that events may be subject to 

cancellation in line with COVID-19 Lockdown and 

Restrictions  

 

OCT  

Sat 2  Annual Motorcycle Rally  at  PARKES   -  CANCELLED 

Sat 2 Canobolas Rally  --  Orange Country Rally  - CANCELLED 

Sun 3 Coolamon Fire Engine Muster     ---    CANCELLED 

Mon 4 Monthly Meeting  --  7.30 p.m.  at Cootamundra Library. 

THIS MONTH  RESTRICTED TO OFFICE BEARERS ONLY 

as listed in Coota Hoota. 
Maximum 12 persons to this Room, otherwise fines apply. 

Sat 9 Harden Kite Festival  -  CANCELLED 

9th & 10th Temora Aviation Museum -  Aircraft Showcase Weekend    -  POSTPONED 
New date to be advised 

Sat 16 3pm at the Central Hotel – Committee Meeting for the  

2022   “99  and  Not  Out  Motorbike Run”  

NOV  

Mon  1st  Monthly Meeting – Harden -  (subject to lifting of restrictions). 

In Peter and Sue McCarthy’s shed. 

Sat  6 LAKE GOLDSMITH  STEAM  RALLY 

Tue  9 THIS  EVENING   --     WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO 

Attend the Monthly Meeting of the Cootamundra Restorers Car Club 

7.30 p.m. at Cootamundra Ex Services Club 

To see   --    Paul Braybrooks’ slides of the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run. 

The function is in the Wattle Room. 

Encourage wives and partners to attend.  Snacks provided. 

 

Sat 20 99 and NOT OUT  MOTORBIKE RUN  

POSTPONED TO 19 MARCH 2022 
Meeting  to Discuss  next year’s  rally. 

Sun  28 REGISTRATION INSPECTIONS DAY  at TAFE  Roadworthy inspections  -    

At Cootamundra TAFE Workshop  

Get your car  in order. 

DEC  

Sat  11 TOY  RUN  --  Bikes and cars  --  10 a.m.  --  BBQ  in Albert Park 
Get in now and  buy   a toy  to  donate.  The Toy Run BBQ is a fundraiser for the Salvation Army. 

  

 


